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Omphile Sefako

Omphile is a contemporary fine Artist with over 
10 years of experience, known for his striking 
ballpoint pen, graphite, painting, and pastel 

works that create immersive illusions. His art has 
been sold to individuals, Government entities, 
and parastatals.Omphile has also participated 
in numerous exhibitions and collaborated on 

government projects with other artists. His work 
can be found on social media.

            @Omphile Sefako    |

Graphic Designer
Shathani Basupi

A Senior Art Director with seven years’ experience 
in graphic design and motions graphics design in 
printing and advertising industries. He has been 

creating and co-creating stamps since 2020, this 
is his fifth issue with BotswanaPost.His work can 

be found on social media.

@Shatie Basupi   |   @Shathani Basupi
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Arts and Crafts
Botswana Heritage



BOTSWANA HERITAGE; ARTS AND 
CRAFTS
The complex blend of culture and variety that makes 
Botswana one of the most distinctive and dynamic 
countries is ingrained in the country’s heritage. 
Batswana remain dedicated to honouring ancestors 
and transferring cultural knowledge and customs 
to future generations in spite of the difficulties 
posed by colonization, technology and civilization. 
Even while Botswana’s culture encompasses 
many different elements, like language, cuisine, 
dress, and rituals, the arts and crafts are just as 
important, which is why it is important to highlight 
the innovation.

BASKETRY
In Botswana, this technique involves utilizing 
lemao, a shaped length of strong wire put on a 
wooden handle, to weave or sew pliable material, 
typically Mokola (Hyphaene petersiana). Before 
weaving, mokola is sliced, boiled, and allowed to 
dry and soften. The fiber is dyed in various colors 
of brown using the bark or roots of the Motsentsela 
(Berchemia discolor) and Motlhakola (Euclea 
divinorun) trees to produce distinctive patterns. 
Coiling, twining, plaiting, and wicker are the four 
different weaving styles, and each weaver is 
recognized for their unique trade patterns. The main 
producers of baskets are the Bayei and Hambukushu 
communities in northwest Botswana.  Their sizes 
vary based on their intended use, usually small 
baskets are made by women and big baskets are 
made by men for food grains reserved for the whole 
village. Baskets are mostly used for storing grains 
and seeds (sesigo/sefalana), carrying fruits after 
gathering (ditlatlana), winnowing after pounding and 
as source of income.

BEADWORK

This craft is mostly popular amongst the San 
communities who use hatched ostrich eggshells to 
create intricately designed jewelery and ornaments. 
These are broken into small pieces and a thread 
made from the hair of the wildebeest tail  is used 
to create necklaces, bracelets and headbands. The 
beads are often used for decorating and showcasing 
creativity but some luxurious beads are used for 
prestige purposes and are worn during ceremonies 
and celebrations.

LEKGAPHO
These are visual embellishments applied to walls, 
floors, and exterior or interior of roundavel homes. 
The pride of having the best skills to produce a 
tidy, clean and ordered household within a specific 
village inspired Batswana women to adorn their 
dwellings. They created various art designs by 
combining wet clay and cow dung with their hands 
or fingers to produce these embellishments. Using 
the components above, the combination was 
created to help keep dust, vermin, and wall fissures 
at bay. To add color and originality, other clay soils 
were included. In order to maintain a tidy and clean 
environment for guests, lekgapho decorations were 
frequently replaced when they began to deteriorate, 
which was typically once a year following the rainy 
season or for weddings, birth celebrations, and 
community festivities. This is one illustration of the 
local communities’ Indigenous Knowledge Systems 
(IKS).

TAPESTRY
Tapestry is an art of woven textile patterns or 
images created on cloths/fabrics as a form of 
embellishment. It is woven by hand on a loom which 
holds the warp threads under tension to facilitate 
the interweaving. Tapestry is often incorporated 
to decorate items like table covers, wall hanging 
and also decorating clothes. Weaving is an art that 
demands patience and skill as it can take over a 
month to complete a single wall hanging.

POTTERY
Pottery making is a craft practiced by all 
Batswana using clay to mold containers. The clay 
is collected, crushed into small particles and 
mixed with water until its smoothly blended and 
the process of shaping will begin. The clay will be 
molded to containers of different shapes and sizes 
based on their intended use, type of clay found in 
the geographical area, design styles of the ethnic 
group and the color /texture. Mostly clay pots were 
used to store grains, water, brewing traditional 
beer and some were used as incubators for 
premature infants. Potters use a variety of beliefs 
(meila) when creating clay pots in order to create 
sturdy, long-lasting vessels. During the process 
and even during the women’s monthly menstrual 
cycle, they abstained from sexual activity because 
they felt that the clay-making process required 
both physical and spiritual focus.

WOODWORK
Woodcarving is the most common craft practiced 
amongst all Batswana communities. Wood is 
carved using petlwana, a tool made of an iron blade 
with a wooden handle. The sizes and shapes differ 
according to the intended use and usually the wood 
is cut and molded while it is still fresh because it 
is easier to shape. Some of the products of wood 
carving include kgotla chairs, drums, spoons, 
bowels and tables.

Botswana


